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INTRODUCTION 
This study was motivated by a desire to know what has 
become of the pupils who have passed through the special 
classes in the Westfield Public Schools* Its purpose has 
been to find what adjustments these people have made 
socially and vocationally in the years following school. 
In addition to this general purpose, it was hoped that 
the results might make it possible to determine whether the 
curriculum offered in the special classes fits the needs of 
these pupils in making a place for themselves in the commu¬ 
nity* 
My personal interest in these retarded groups has been 
growing throughout seven years of teaching experience, five 
of which have been spent in the special classes of the 
Westfield Public Schools. In common with a great many other 
special class teachers, I have felt the deep responsibility 
of giving these retarded children every possible advantage 
for wholesome personal development. 
I have talked with many former special class pupils, 
and tried to find out how they are getting along, what they 
do with their leisure time, what they read, how they manage 
their finances, whether or not they like the work they 
happen to be doing, and how well they get along with other 
people. From their answers, one can ascertain to some degree, 
the strength and the weakness of the preparation given them 
in school. 
For many of them, all contact with school ceases when 
they reach sixteen years of age and leave the special classes* 
It seems so vitally necessary to equip them as fully as 
possible with the knowledge, skills, habits, and attitudes 
1 * 
that will enable them to adjust easily and usefully in the 
community. 
It was the desire to have some measure of how well our 
special class program has fulfilled its objectives, that 
prompted this study. 
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PLAN OF PROCEDURE 
The research was organized in order to answer the 
following questions: 
1. What sources of information are available? 
2. It is necessary to know how many pupils have 
been instructed in special classes and the type of 
instruction that has been given. 
3. In what types of employment have they earned 
their living? 
4. How many have made unsatisfactory adjustments in 
vocational or social life? 
5. How many have made satisfactory adjustments in 
vocational or social life? 
6. Does their record of post-school adjustment indi¬ 
cate that the school curriculum might well be changed? 
7. Have the objectives of special class been realized? 
The enrollment lists of the Special Classes were taken 
from the school registers beginning January 2, 1923. 
The information obtained about these pupils, from that 
time to the present, was compiled from the following sources #•
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City Directory) 
Street List) 
Selective Service Board 
City Clerk*s Office 
Court House 
School Office 
Monson State Clinic Reports 
Personal interviews with 
pupils 
Other special class teachers; 
school principals 
Several local employers 
Supplied current addresses in 
order to obtain needed informa¬ 
tion 
Personal records 
Supplied records of deaths, 
marriages, and employment at 
time of marriage 
Supplied juvenile and adult 
court records 
Working cards gave vocational 
records, enrollment cards for 
admission dates, etc# 
Records of examination results 
for C.A., M.A., I.Q. 
Information for record sheets 
given 
Information about pupils, 
curriculum, and reactions to 
special class work 
Information on wages, terms of 
employment, work habits, etc. 
5 
A record sheet was then made for each pupil as follows: 
Name.Date of Birth....Place of Birth. 
Address.Age, Jan. 1, 1943. 
Married.Children. . 
School attended.......... 
Date of Admission to Special Class. 
Date of Examination by Clinic.C.A.....M.A.I.Q... 
Age at Leaving.Attendance at Trade School. 
Physical defects...... 
First position after leaving school.... 
Type of work. 
Wage.. 
Present Position..... 
Type of work. 
Wage. 
For purposes of arriving at any conclusions, all of the 
scattered information was transferred to special tables. 
After the tables were made, each was summarized and discussed 
in turn. 
A few cases which seemed both interesting and unusual 
were discussed with more detail. 
The final step was a general summary with some recom¬ 
mendations for the curriculum of the special classes. 
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Table I 
Special Class Admissions 1923-1942 
Boys Girls Total 
1923 11 
Abner Gibbs special 
class started 7 18 
1924 
i . i. 
8 4 12 
1925 3 2 5 
1926 22 Moseley opened 5 27 
1927 9 7 16 
1928 15 4 19 
1929 8 4 12 
1930 18 Ashley opened 17 35 
1931 17 7 24 
1932 14 4 18 
1933 13 9 22 
1934 27 Port Meadow opened 11 38 
1935 20 12::.: 32 
1936 27 Prospect Hill opened 16 43 
1937 37 18 55 
1938 25 11 36 
1939 20 5 25 
1940 19 Ashley closed 5 24 
1941 14 4 18 
1942 7 J7 14 
159 493 334 
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SUMMARY OF TABLE I 
Table I shows the enrollment in Westfield’s special 
classes from January 2, 1923 to June 1942, and the year in 
which each of the five classes was started. The class at 
Ashley Street School was closed in February 1940. 
It is to be noted from the table that when classes 
were started, the enrollment was large, and was followed, 
in most cases, by a decrease for about 2 years. The lowest 
number of admissions came in 1925 and in 1942. One class 
was closed in 1940 because of decreased enrollment. 1940- 
1942 show a noticeable decline. This may be due to the 
general decline in school population, but two other factors 
should be mentioned. First, school principals and teachers 
have favored keeping retarded pupils in regular classes and 
giving them every possible chance to go along with the 
regular group. Second, many parents are opposed to having 
their children placed in these classes, and in many instances, 
have been able to prevent It. 
The total number of boys enrolled 334) 
493 
The total number of girls enrolled 159) 
Records obtained for boys 223) 
330 
Records obtained for girls 107) 
Number of these pupils still in school 35 
Number transferred to Trade School 12 
No records 79 
Removed 37 
163 
THE CURRICULUM OP THE SPECIAL CLASSES 
8 
The curriculum of the special classes was, for some 
time, a modified form of that of the regular grades. In 
addition, part of each day was given over to instruction in 
various types of handwork; weaving, sewing, basketry, and 
manual training. Until the last four years, no instruction 
in cooking was given. There has been a growing tendency in 
recent years, toward more really individualized instruction 
with increased diagnostic and remedial work in the tool 
subjects, especially reading. Most of the special class 
teachers have found the unit study method an excellent means 
of teaching the retarded groups, since it offers possibilities 
for developing the desirable attitudes and appreciations so 
lacking with these pupils. A part of each day is still 
devoted to handwork. The teachers are trying to encourage 
creativeness and good work habits through the use of craft 
materials. This type of pupil is unusually wasteful and 
destructive with materials, and requires constant emphasis on 
care of tools, equipment, and material. The teaching of 
salvage crafts has led many of these pupils to the realization 
that salvaged materials have not lost all usefulness. Some 
of the boys have learned to do minor electrical wiring, small 
repair jobs such as might have to be done around their own 
homes, the care and use of tools, and the mixing of paint and 
stains. 
For the past four years, each special class has been 
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allowed to send a few boys who have done well In woodworking, 
to the manual training class at the Intermediate, or Junior 
High School. They meet once a week for an hour and a half. 
Occasionally boys have been admitted to the Trade School 
from special classes. The majority of these failed to com¬ 
plete a three year course; a year to a year and a half was 
the average length of stay. Last October, a new class was 
started at the Trade School; it is composed chiefly of boys 
from special classes, so that these boys are no longer in 
vocational classes where they must compete with boys of nor¬ 
mal intelligence, more extensive training, and generally 
better background. This class is called "General Vocational" 
and gives the boys a varied training, with the opportunity to 
specialize if they show particular talent. 
Handwork instruction for the girls is now more varied 
than it was in the earlier special classes. Sewing, needle¬ 
work, knitting, crocheting, and many types of crafts are 
taught. As in the case of the boys, emphasis Is placed on 
the usefulness and beauty of the articles made, and on good 
workmanship. Some of the older girls attend the Junior High 
School Domestic Science class once a week. They spend one 
semester on cooking, and one on sewing. 
10 
Table IX 
Types of Employment - Boys 
Farmer 52 
Truckdriver 38 
Machinist 104 
Assembling 28 
Lumberman 28 
Landscape Gardening 16 
Shipping Clerk 10 
Stock Clerk 16 
Metal Worker 15 
Toolmaker 9 
Tobacco Farmhand—Warehouse 36 
Garage Mechanic 15 
Elevator operator 3 
Electrician’s helper 3 
Foreman 2 
Wrecking Company 3 
Facker 3 
House Fainter 1 
Salesman 5 
Clerk 6 
W. P. A,—laborer 29 
Milk Plant 10 
Gas Station Attendant 5 
Carpenter or Carpenter’s Ass*t.7 
Painter^-on metal 9 
Fin Boy—Eowling Alleys 7 
Golf Professional 1 
Garbage collector 2 
Stable boy 1 
C* C. C. 7 
Construction work—roads 6 
buildings 
Molder and Coremaker 8 
Fireman 7 
Caretaker and Watchman 4 
Paper Maker 5 
Usher 4 
Service Man—Power Co* 2 
Gas Co* 
Errand Boy and Messenger 6 
Welder 7 
Laundry and Dry Cleaning 2 
Riveter 3 
Upholsterer 1 
Railroad—section gang 5 
Box Maker 9 
Florist 5 
Mover--furniture 1 
Inspector and Tester 3 
Laborer 7 
Cook 4 
Bartender 1 
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SUMMARY OP TABLE II 
The types of employment in which these people have been 
found to earn their living, are what would be expected of 
such a group. Prom 1940 to the present, many have been 
absorbed into industries where, in normal times, there would 
be no place for them. 
The statistics tabulated here are as complete as availa¬ 
ble records showed. In many cases, there was no information 
as to the first positions taken after leaving school; in such 
cases, the first recorded job has been taken. 
Table II lists the types of employment and the number 
of boys who have worked in each. The large number of machin¬ 
ists, assemblers, stock clerks, welders, and metal workers, 
is chiefly due to defense work; although a fairly large 
number of the older pupils have been employed at the Westfield 
Manufacturing Company (bicycles) for terms as long as thir¬ 
teen years. 
Many of the pupils came from farm homes, and after leav¬ 
ing school, gave all their time to farm work. These farms 
are chiefly dairy and produce, but there are also poultry 
farms and fruit orchards. The largest farm enterprise is the 
Fowler Produce Company where many of the younger boys, espe¬ 
cially those just leaving school, have worked. The work is 
seasonal* for the most part, and does not offer permanent em¬ 
ployment. 
The tobacco farms employ large numbers of this group. 
/ 
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both for summer and for year around work. During the winter, 
the warehouses need men for all types of work in drying, 
stripping, sorting, and packing tobacco, and in carpentry 
work preparing equipment for another season. Sixteen percent 
of the boys worked on the tobacco farms in both summer or 
year around work. The combined farm groups give 39$ as hav¬ 
ing engaged in farm work. 
Fifteen percent worked as truckdrivers; no doubt this 
figure is even greater than records showed. With few excep¬ 
tions, this group made frequent changes in employment. 
An especially interesting group is that of the landscape 
gardeners. One former pupil has been employed at the Adams 
Nursery for 10 years. About 9$ of the group has done some 
type of landscape gardening or florist work. Six of the pu¬ 
pils were employed in collecting greens, ferns, flowers, etc. 
from the woods, arranging them, and selling them on the 
street. So many of these boys show definite interest in 
plants, shrubs, flowers, and trees, that it would seem to be 
a field of development for at least part of this group, voca- 
tionally. 
Under the group listed as lumbermen, several types of 
work have been included. Five local lumber companies employ 
the majority of this group as woodsmen, swampers, loaders, 
millhands, and yard workers. Twelve and one-half percent were 
engaged in this type of work. 
It is interesting to note that only 7 were carpenters or 
carpenter* s assistants, although all had some experience with 
13 
woodworking while in school. 
The H. B. Smith Boiler Company and the Plainville Casting 
Company employ most of those listed as coremakers, molders, 
and firemen. In this group are those having the longest 
terms of employment of the whole number. 
The garage mechanics constitute 6.7$ of the entire 
group; not over 3 had any Trade School training in this work. 
Of the salesmen, one worked for the Bond Bread Company, 
one worked for a package store, and one for a delicatessen 
store in Connecticut. 
The boys who work in the milk plants are all between 17 
and 21 years of age. Besides washing bottles and cans, they 
sterilize equipment, run machines for pasteurizing and clari¬ 
fying (under supervision), and operate the machines for fill¬ 
ing bottles. They also deliver milk, and assist in the check¬ 
ing of the incoming milk supply. They are required to have a 
doctor’s certificate of health, and are regularly checked 
upon for cleanliness and methods of work, by state inspectors. 
Those who worked on the W. P. A. constitute 12.9$ of the 
whole group, and no doubt, this number is larger than records 
showed it to be. 
This table shows that there are adequate vocational 
possibilities for this retarded group. It does not give any 
idea of the diversity of employment for the Individuals. It 
was not possible to obtain adequate information on the terms 
of employment for a large number. The figures given below 
14 
may serve as an indication. 
Terms of employment in 1 position: 
10-15 yrs.-19 
8-10 yrs.-24 
3-5 yrs.-40 
Frequent changes in position---106 
The boys from the early special class groups are men 
now, and many have family responsibilities which would, to 
some extent, account for steadiness in employment. The 
younger boys, especially those just leaving school, have been 
able to find work easily, and to change jobs if not satis¬ 
fied. One boy told, in a personal interview, that he had had 
7 different jobs in less than 3 years; all were good paying 
jobs. This tendency is noticeable with the younger group. 
Various reasons are given for leaving jobs; ”the boss picked 
on me”; ”they wanted me to work nights”; ”he gave me all the 
dirty jobs to do”; ”not enough money”; ”other workers picked 
on me”. This Is a definite indication of poor adjustment. 
It may mean that these pupils have not learned responsibility 
of position, that they have been employed at unsuitable tasks, 
or that their emotional stability is insufficient to cope 
with the problems of vocational experience. 
An attempt was made to compare the wages prior to 1940, 
and from 1940-1943. From 1927-1940, the wages ran from $4 
to $30 per week, with only one person earning as much as $43. 
The average wage was $16.50. From 1940—1943, the range was 
15 
from $65 to $6 per week; the median wage was $25.20, The high 
wages being paid has not affected the average earnings of this 
group to as great an extent as one might expect. The various 
places of employment have been listed. 
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PLACES OP EMPLOYMENT - BOYS 
Alexik Auto Body Co, 
Adams Nursery Co, 
American Abrasive Co, 
A & P Market 
Anderson and Sons 
American Sumatra Tobacco Co. 
A. N. Shepard & Sons Tobacco Co. 
American Bosch Corp. 
B & A Railroad 
Bel-Aircraft Co. 
Bryant Box Co. 
Cantell*s Market 
City Dump 
Chapman Valve Co, 
Chester Hotel 
Cooley-Noble Drum Shop 
Consolidated Motor Lines 
Casey Milk Co. 
Dinsmore Electrical Co. 
Dirats Manufacturing Co. 
Durkin*s Garage 
Eastern Tool Co., Springfield 
Fred Tuller & Sons - Lumber 
Fletcher*s Garage 
Foster Machine Co. 
17 
PLACES OP EMPLOYMENT - BOYS (Cont»d) 
Fowler Produce Co, 
Garbage Collection Truck 
Geehern Ice & Fuel Co. 
Hamilton Standard Propeller Co. 
Hampden Color Chemical Co. 
Hathaway-Steane Tobacco Co. 
Hartford Electric Light & Power Co. 
H. B. Smith Boiler Co. 
Interstate Trucking System 
Linehan’s Shoe Store 
Local farms 
Lynch Lumber 
Lane Quarries & Construction 
Mallory Milk Co., Inc. 
Mitchell Sheet Metal Co., Holyoke 
Moore Drop Forge Co. 
Noble Hospital 
Navy Blimp Base, North Carolina 
New England Lumber Co. 
Oleksak Lumber Co. 
Old Rose Cafe 
J. F. Porter Sons, Sand & Gravel 
Powers Paper Co. 
Precision Tool Co. 
Package Machinery 
Professional Building 
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PLACES OF EMPLOYMENT - EOYS (Cont'd) 
Park Square Hotel 
Perkins Machine & Gear 
Park Theater 
Peck Box Co. 
V • 
Professional Bowling Alleys 
Plainville Casting Co. 
Racine Garage 
Roselli Bros., Produce, Poultry 
Robinson Reminder Co. 
Royal Trucking Service 
Rix Milk Co. 
Savage Arms Co. 
Stevens Arms Co. 
Stevens Paper Mill 
Strathmore Paper Co. 
Smith & Wesson Co. 
Smith Feed Co. 
Schermerhorn Fish Market 
Socony Vacuum Oil Co. (tanker) 
Springfield Railroad Terminal 
Stanley Home Products Co. 
State Sanitorium 
Strand Theater 
Thomas Williams Moving Co. 
Tire Engineering Co. 
PLACES OP EMPLOYMENT - BOYS (Cont'd) 
U. S. Armory, Springfield 
Van Norman Tool Co, 
Westfield Laundry 
Westfield Manufacturing Co, 
Westfield Gas & Electric Light 
Westfield Clay Products 
Westfield Humas Co. 
Westfield Coal Co. 
Westfield Box & Lumber Co. 
Westfield Metal Products Co. 
Wico Electric Co. 
Worthington Pump Co. 
Woronoco Stables 
Western Union 
Warren Thread Works 
W. P. A. - airport, etc. 
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Table III 
Types of Employment - Girls 
Housework, domestics 52 
Mother*s Helper 7 
Maid 10 
Waitress 7 
Sorter and Packer 16 
Tobacco Farm Worker 16 
Tobacco Warehouse Worker 6 
Machinist 24 
Defense Work (Assembling, Inspecting) 17 
Metal Workers (painting, baking, scrubbing) 14 
W. P. A. (Sewing, cleaning) 5 
Assembling, painting Novelties 7 
Laundry Worker 4 
Seamstress- 2 
Cook 1 
Store Clerk " 4 
Stock Clerk 2 
Governess 1 
Dishwasher 2 
Addressing Envelopes 2 
In charge of family homes 4 
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Types of Employment - Girls 
The largest number of girls worked as domestics, 63.3$, 
including the group of mother* s helpers and maids. This 
group is untrained, except for those girls who have been 
taken into the teachers* own homes and given individual train¬ 
ing; this latter group is very small in comparison to the whole. 
It is obvious that definite training in this work should be 
made possible for these girls. The waitress group might also 
be prepared with that same group. 
The Old Colony Envelope Company and White*s Quaint Shop 
employ these girls to sort and pack cards and envelopes. 
The Old Colony has several working on machines for cutting 
envelopes and making boxes. 
Anderson and Sons is a comparatively new firm which 
began with the manufacture of metal signs, novelties, and va¬ 
rious small articles. They are now doing defense work, and 
manufacture different types of dials and signs. They employ 
a large number of machinists and metal workers. The metal 
"flats" are painted, baked, sprayed, and scrubbed. There are 
at least 14 special class girls employed at this plant. They 
average $22 weekly. 
It was almost impossible to trace the terms of employ¬ 
ment of the girls, especially the domestics. The only defi¬ 
nite figures are given below. 
7-10 yrs. in one position 9 
5-6 yrs. 7 
2-4 yrs. 12 
22 
Frequent changes were made by 42, . 
The range of wages from 1927 to 1940, and from 1940- 
1943 has been favorably affected by the general rise in 
wages* As the table shows, many girls have gone into de¬ 
fense work and are earning wages far above their average in 
normal times* The range in the former group was from $3 to 
/ 
$23 per week, with a median wage of $10.80. The 1940-1943 
range is from $5 to $37 per week with a median wage of $22.20. 
These wages were computed from 70$ of the girls records. 
The types of employment for girls present a much smaller 
field of development than was found in the case of the boys. 
The group ”in charge of family homes” are those who have 
had to take over the responsibilities of the family home 
because of the death or disability of the mother; three of 
these girls are doing a splendid job of managing money, 
insurance payments, meals, household equipment, and in general, 
exhibiting good judgment and planning. 
The tobacco workers are employed only during the summer 
months, except for the warehouse workers who have full time, 
year around jobs, and earn between $18 and $23. 
A list of places of employment follows Table III. 
PLACES OP EMPLOYMENT - GIRLS 
American Bosch Corp. 
American Sumatra Tobacco Co, 
Anderson and Sons 
Barton Tailoring Co. - Spfld. 
Bryant Box Co, 
Fitzgerald Sign Co. 
Fruit, Ice Cream and Candy Store 
Holyoke Laundry 
Holyoke Publishing Co. 
Landaufs Dept. Store 
Noble Hospital 
N.Y.A. (cleaning project) 
Old Colony Envelope Co. 
Parkviexv Restaurant 
Perez Grocery Store 
Private homes (local & out of state) 
Rose-Del Dress Co. 
A. N. Shepard & Sons Tob. Co. 
Stanley Home Products 
State Sanitorium 
Stevens Arms Co. 
Stevens Paper Mill 
TJ • S. Armory 
United Aircraft 
United Elastic Corp. - Easthampton 
U. S. Whip Co. 
24 
PLACES OF EMPLOYMENT - GIRLS (cont'd.) 
Van Sickle Co. 
Westfield Mfg. Co. 
Warren Thread Works 
Westfield Laundry 
WhiteTs Quaint Shop 
W-P.A. (sewing & cleaning) 
Y. D. Lunch 
25 
Table IV 
Juvenile Court Records - Male—-Ages 9-18 
Total no. records—58 
Offenses 
Malicious Destruction of Prop. 
Automobile Violations 
Track Walking 
Trespassing 
Refusing to move for Officer 
Riding bicycle on sidewalk, no 
Evading Fare 
Stubborn Child 
Setting Fires 
Vagrancy 
Delinquent runaway 
Disturbance 
Lewd and lascivicous 
Obscene language; Profanity 
Larceny 
Breaking and entering 
Taking a car sans authority 
Drunkenness 
Truancy 
Assault and Battery 
Neglected Child 
No. of No. of offenses Av. 
Persons 1 2 3 4 7 Age 
lights 
16 
3 
3 
8 
1 
3 
4 
5 
1 
2 
1 
4 
2 
3 
37 
16 
3 
5 
9 
2 
8 
1 
2 
1 
1 
10 
3 
2 
5 
1 
3 
3 
4 
1 
2 
1 
3 1 
2 
3 
19 12 
9 4 
3 
3 
3 
2 
4 2 
2 
1 
5 
3 
3 2 
13 
16 
15 
13 
16 
15 
13 
10 
13 
16 
12 
17 
16 
17 
14 
14 
16 
16 
13 
15 
10 
Committments 
No. of 
Persons 
No. of 
Committments 
12 3 
Hampden County Training School 
Lyman School 
Shirley 
Concord 
8 
13 
10 
2 
6 
5 
6 
2 
2 
4 
3 
3 
1 
State School—Belcher town neglected children 
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Table V 
Adult Court Records - Male-Ages 18-32 
Total no, records—49 
Offenses 
No, of No, of 
Persons 1 2 
Automobile Violations 
Unreg. car Faulty equip. 
Sans license Oper. to endanger 9 
Drunkenness 29 
Disturbing the Peace 6 
Assaulting an Officer 2 
Cruelty to Animals 2 
Vagrancy 4 
False statement to secure license 1 
Lewd and Lascivicous 2 
Breaking and entering 8 
Larceny 15 
Taking car sans authority 5 
Trespassing; trackwalking 4 
Illegitimate Child Act 3 
Desertion 2 
Non-support 4 
Inducing delinquency 2 
Carrying Revolver sans license 1 
Illegitimate use of Traps 2 
Fugitive - 1 
Obscene Language 4 
Receiving Stolen Property 1 
Gambling 4 
Threatening 3 
Assault and Battery 12 
Rape 1 
2 
3 
2 
5 3 
8 11 
3 3 
2 
2 
2 2 
1 
2 
1 
6 
3 
4 
3 
2 
3 
2 
1 
2 
1 
4 
1 
3 
3 
6 
1 
offenses Av. 
3 4 5 Age 
2 23 
7 3 24 
23 
23 
26 
21 
17 
20 
4 1 19 
3 2 1 24 
20 
22 
26 
24 
28 
27 
24 
26 
18 
20 
28 
22 
19 
2 21 
23 
No. of 
Committments Persons 
No. of 
Committments 
12 3 
Shirley 
House of Correction 
Concord 
6 
10 
4 
3 2 1 
4 6 
3 1 
Number having juvenile records—22 
27 
Table VI 
Juvenile Court Records - Female-Ages 11-17 
Total No* records—9 
No. of 
Offenses Persons 
No. of offenses 
12 3 
Av. 
Age 
Larceny 4 
Lewd 6 
Vagrancy 1 
Drunkenness 2 
Excluded from school-- 3 
bad influence 
Neglected 5 
14 
2 16 
17 
16 
13 
11 
No. of 
Committments Persons 
House of Correction 2 
House of Good Shepherd 2 
Lancaster 1 
State School-Belchertown 
No. of 
Committments 
12 3 
1 1 
1 1 
1 
5 neglected children 
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Table VII 
Adult Court Records - Female-Ages 18-28 
Total No. records—10 
No. of 
Offenses Persons 
No. of offenses Av. 
Age 
Lewd and Lascivicous 8 
Larceny 2 
Cohabitation 2 
Drunkenness 3 
Vagrancy 2 
Disturbing the Peace 2 
Obscene Language; Profanity 2 
Desertion 2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
4 
2 
2 
1 
1 
17 
18 
20 
23 
23 
24 
20 
24 
Committments 
Sherborn 
Lancaster 
No. of 
Persons 
Bridgewater State Hospital 1 
for Mental Delinquents 
No. of 
Committments 
12 3 
2 
1 
Number having juvenile records-6 
29 
SUMMARY OF TABLES IV - V 
Tables IV - VII were compiled from the court records, 
both juvenile and adult. They are a partial answer to the 
question of what kind of social adjustment has taken place. 
An analysis of the type of juvenile offenses gives an indi¬ 
cation of the conflict with authority to which this type of 
pupil is susceptible, and of the disregard for the rights and 
property of others, which is another general characteristic 
of this group. Of the total enrollment, 17.3$ had juvenile 
records, and 14,6$ had adult records. 
By far the largest group is that of larceny, breaking 
and entering, taking a car without authority,- with just 
twice as many offenders on the juvenile list as there are 
on the adult list. Defacing property and malicious destruc¬ 
tion of property are the next highest in number, and do not 
appear among the adult offenses. Evading fare, truancy, 
stubborn child, setting fires, and bicycle violations, would 
seem to be juvenile offenses which do not carry over into 
adult life. 
Included with Table IV - VI are the records of commit¬ 
ments to reformatories; and also, the average age at which 
each offense was committed. 
Table V shows a decrease in the number of offenders, 
but an increase in the number of offenses. The larceny 
group is still large, and the offenses more serious. Of 
the total adult offenders, 44.8$ also had juvenile records. 
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At least one-fourth of the drunkenness counts are of 
recent date; and this recency is also the case with lewd¬ 
ness, non-support^ threatening assault and b&ttery, and 
rape • 
A comparison of the adult offenses of hoys and of girls 
indicates a far wider range of emotional instability for 
boys even though there are over 50^ more boys than girls. 
The girls* offenses are concentrated on immorality, while 
the boys* offenses indicate a widespread disregard for 
authority. Somewhere in this apparent flouting of law, 
must be found a fear of law, whose source is ignorance. 
SUMMARY OP TABLES VI - VII 
Of the total girls’ enrollment, 5.6% had juvenile 
court records; 6.2^ had adult records. Sixty-six and two- 
thirds percent of the adult group also had juvenile records. 
On Tables VI and VII, the largest numbers are found to 
be offenders in lewdness. This latter characteristic seems 
to color all the adult offenses except larceny. There were 
fewer adult persons guilty of larceny than jiiveniles. 
Although the number of adult offenders is small, the 
offenses have been of such flagrant nature that 4 of these 
girls have spent most of their adult lives in institutions. 
The desertion counts are the same for both the boys 
and the girls (2). 
It is interesting to note that most of the adult of¬ 
fenses were dated prior to 1941. Only one girl was com¬ 
mitted during 1942, and she was a habitual offender, aged 
28 years. The majority of the younger girls leaving school 
seem to be doing very well in adjusting themselves emotion¬ 
ally. It may be that the increased demand for labor, and 
the wider field of vocational activity for girls has had 
some bearing on this situation. 
Considering the fact that there is a correlation be¬ 
tween low intelligence and immorality, the record of the 
group as a whole is not alarming. 
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Table VIII 
History Sheet - Boys 
Married 51 
Divorced 3 
Separated 6 
Average size of family of these marriages 1.5 
No. of these children now in school 5 
Deceased 3 
Removed-out of city 13 
Serving in Army 59 
Navy & Coast Guard 19 
Marines 9 
Declared unfit for Military Service 15 
Released from Military Service 
Inaptitude 
Physical & mental unfitness 7 
Committed to Belchertown State School 5 
Epileptics 11 
Tuberculosis 3 
Psychopathic tendencies 7 
Cardiacs 7 
Defective hearing (serious) 7 
Defective vision (serious) 10 
Speech defects 4 
Committed to State Hospital—Northampton 1 
Chronic Alcoholism 2 
Never worked 6 
Irregularly employed 14 
Army--prior to war 3 
Navy—prior to war 2 
Served in National Guard 7 
Excluded from School 7 
Foreign-born; naturalized citizens 2 
Own a business 5 
State Wards 11 
Attended Trade School 41 
Syphilitic 3 
Negro 2 
Table IX 
History Sheet - Girls 
Married 44 
Divorced 1 
Separated 3 
Average age at marriage 19*4 
Average no* children of these marriages 1.8 
Married twice 1 
Mothers of illegitimate children 4 
Irregularly employed 33 
Never supported themselves 17 
Committed to Belchertown State School 4 
Excluded from school 7 
State Wards 3 
Epileptic 5 
Tubercular 2 
Psychopathic tendencies 3 
Removed—out of city 9 
Negro--part Negro 2 
Foreign-born; naturalized citizen 1 
No. of children of these marriages now In school 4 
Twins--girls 2 pr. 
Unemployed at time of marriage 10 
Cardiac 2 
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Tables VIII and IX have been called "History Sheets," 
and are intended for the purpose of presenting a survey of 
the information obtained about the group, that is not in¬ 
cluded on other sheets. Separate tables have been made 
for boys and for girls. 
The boys seem to have made less satisfactory marital 
adjustments. About 13$ of the marriages ended in divorce 
or separation as compared with 9$ for the girls. It must 
be noted, here, that more records were available for boys. 
Many of the girls left this city after marriage; but of 
the number still residing here, there has been one divorce 
f 
and 3 separations. The one divorce was granted to an 18 
year old girl, who had married at the age of 17; the mar¬ 
riage lasted less than a year. 
The armed forces have taken 26$ of the boys up to 
January 1, 1943; no doubt, this percentage will be much 
higher. About 7$ were rejected for service, and 7 have 
been released from military service, because of inapti¬ 
tude, physical and mental unfitness. 
Only 2.6$ never worked; 6.2$ were irregularly employed. 
This seems a low figure, but represents the only definite 
information found. 
The one boy committed to the State Hospital at North¬ 
ampton, died there at the age of 23 years. 
One chronic alcoholic has been inducted into the Army, 
and is reported to be doing "very well." 
Five of these boys own their own businesses; one is an 
upholsterer, two run small trucking concerns, one operates 
a garage, and one operated a bakery, before being inducted 
into the Army. 
Only 2 Negroes are listed among special class boys. 
This seems significant until we realize that there are only 
3 Negro families in the city. 
Out of 51 marriages, 5 children of these marriages are 
now in school. The oldest is in the second grade, so it is 
not yet possible to say whether or not these children will 
be special class material; they are noticeably nslow.!t 
It is interesting to note that 11 boys or 3$ of the 
total number have been state wards. Three of these had 
juvenile court records. 
Out of 223 boys, 31 or about 14$, are known to have 
some physical disability, such as heart, eye, ear, speech, 
and lung defects; 4.9$ have a history of epilepsy. 
The Trade School attendance includes those who entered 
from special classes, and those who attended nights for 
short courses. About 18$ of the boys, for whom records 
were obtained, had some vocational training. 
Nine are known to have suffered industrial injuries 
and accidents. 
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A comparatively large number of the girls never were 
i 
self-supporting, 10.7$; of these 5 or about 4$ were incom¬ 
petents. Most of the others remained at home doing house¬ 
work, and were supported by their families. Twenty-one 
percent were irregularly employed. 
In general, less definite information was available 
about the girls. Thirty-seven and seven-tenths percent of 
them married; the average age at marriage was 19.4 years. 
Of these marriages, there has been one divorce and 3 sepa¬ 
rations, or about 2$ have ended in divorce or separation. 
One of these girls married a former special class pupil; 
he died, about a year later of a cardiac condition, and 
she has remarried in less than a. year. Two of the girls 
married at the age of 15 years. Only 4 of the children of 
these marriages are in school, one is in special class, 
with the possibility of one other being admitted in Sep¬ 
tember, 1943. 
Seven girls were excluded from school, 4 of these 
because they were undesirable influences. Three were 
eventually placed in women’s reformatories. 
Two are deceased; one of them was struck by light- 
ning while working in the tobacco fields. She was 14 
years of age. 
Of the two listed as Negro, one was a full-blooded 
Negro, and the other was half white. 
Not much of a record could be compiled for physical 
defects, except in the cases of epilepsy and tuberculosis. 
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Obesity is common among these girls. Both boys and girls 
are characteristically poor in posture. Another generally 
prevalent condition, is poor teeth, which in the majority 
of cases, has been due to malnutrition. 
A record was kept for every recorded pupilTs C.A., 
M.A., and I.Q,. The distribution of C.A. was from 15-11 to 
7-4; the median chronological age was 13 years. Distribu¬ 
tion of M.A. was from 12-0 to 3-9, with a median mental 
age of 9-1. Distribution of I.Q. was from 91 to 40, with 
a median of 69.9. 
The oldest pupils are 35 years of age and have been 
out of school for 19 years. The ages of the entire group 
were computed, and the median age of these former pupils 
is 22.9 years. One hundred ten pupils at least have been 
out of school from 10 to 19 years; 207 pupils have been 
out of school from 6 months to 9 years. 
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SPECIAL CASES 
In research of this kind, unusual and interesting facts 
come to light which cannot he indicated on a table or a his¬ 
tory sheet. Several cases which seemed worthy of note are 
given here. 
A. boy, now aged 23, has been a golf professional for six 
years, spending the winters teaching golf at a private club 
in Florida. Summers he spent at nearby country clubs as an 
Instructor. He has always made good money,, and one year his 
income was well over a thousand dollars. He is unable to read 
or write beyond second grade ability; but he has a good back¬ 
ground of general knowledge, is well-mannered, and has a good 
family background. The war has curtailed his golfing activi¬ 
ties, and he is now employed here as a machinist in the 
Stevens Paper Mill. His plans had been to spend the winter 
In California, playing golf with a foursome that included two 
of the outstanding young golfers in the East. When examined 
by the Monson State Clinic in 1933, he was 13-11 yrs., had an 
M.A. of 9-1, and an I.Q. of 65. 
Another 23 year old boy is a Second Class Petty Officer 
on the U.S.S.Ericson; he has done very well since joining the 
Navy. He worked for 2 years at the Navy Blimp Base in North 
Carolina, on structural steel work. The clinic examination 
In 1933 found his C.A. 13-6, M.A. 8-6, and I.Q„ 63. He was 
a serious behavior problem while in school; he has both a 
juvenile and an adult court record. 
A boy, now 25 years old, was admitted to special class 
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in September, 1930; the clinic examined him a month later 
and found his C.A. 13-2, M.A. 13-10, I.Q. 105* Of course 
he was not special class material hut his retardation in 
school work was such that he was retained in special class 
and given extensive help,. He was able to return to the 
regular grades, and finished one year of high school* Be- 
> 
fore enlisting in the Army, he was employed as a. power 
house mechanic for the Hartford Electric Light Company, 
His former retardation was thought to be due to irregular 
school attendance and frequent transfers to different 
schools• 
A girl, aged 22 now, examined in 1933, had a C.A. 
11-2, M.A. 8-0, I.Q, 71. She was the only one of three 
female children not born a. deaf mute. She has some talent 
in art work. Her first job was for a sign-painting com¬ 
pany. At present, she is employed at Anderson and Sons, 
painting on metal. 
A boy, aged 19, examined in 1938, had a C.A. 14-2, 
M.A. 6-8, I.Q. 47. He was sent to Belchertown State School; 
he has returned home. He has been employed in the stock 
room of a local plant for about a year; his weekly wage is 
$27. 
A girl, aged 22, examined in 1933, had a C.A. 13-6, 
M.A. 8-8, I.Q. 66. Repeated acts of stealing led to her 
committment to reform school at 15. She has had a contin¬ 
uous history of larceny and immorality, and is now confined 
to the Bridgewater State Hospital for Mental Delinquents. 
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A boy, aged 19, examined in 1957, C.A. 12-10, M.A. 9-9, 
I.Q. 75. He has been in Lyman School twice, Shirley twice, 
and is now in Concord Reformatory. He has 27 counts of lar¬ 
ceny on his record. 
A girl, now aged 28, born in Greece; she had lived in 
America less than 2 years, at the time the clinic attempted 
an examination to determine her mental age and I.Q. This 
failed, chiefly due to language difficulty. She spent 1-| 
years in special class, and attended Americanization classes 
at night. After leaving school, she worked as waitress in a 
restaurant owned by her relative. She worked l| years before 
returning to Greece to be married. Pier husband was connected 
with a bank and also owned a large night club. They had one 
son. Since the invasion of Greece, her family here has heard 
from her only once, through the American Red Cross. The mes¬ 
sage came in July, 1941, and stated only that she was alive. 
There has been no word of her since. 
A 20 year old boy who was examined in 1933, had a C.A. 
10-10, M.A. 8, I.Q. 74. He attended Trade School for 4 
months. He worked as a. welder and a. garage mechanic. Before 
enlisting in the Navy, he was employed as a welder on anti¬ 
aircraft guns at the Worthington Pump Company. He had set up 
and operated his own radio receiving set in a workshop at home. 
He was an expert radio repairman. 
A girl, aged 24, has had a continuous history of immo¬ 
rality. She has two known illegitimate children. She has 
never worked for any long period of time. She has served 
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sentences in the House of Correction, Lancaster, and is now 
in Sherborn. Examined in 1930, she had a C.A. 11-1, M.A. 7-4, 
I.Q. 66. 
A boy, aged 85, now in the U. S. Navy. He was examined 
in 1930, his C.A. 13-1, M.A. 9-5, I.Q. 72. His father owned 
a small bakery. This boy was sent to Fleischmann Institute 
of Baking for a 5 week course, after he left special class. 
He took over the baking of all breads and pastries and also 
took over the management of the bakery. His salary was $20 
per week to start. He was making about $27 when he enlisted 
in the Navy. The bakery is now ’’out of business.” 
One of the younger boys, now aged 17, was examined in 
1937; his C.A. 10-8, M.A. 7-2, I.Q. 67. His mother died when 
he was less than 2 years old. He was brought up by his grand¬ 
mother and by his father. He was excluded from school for 
several years; when readmitted, he entered special class. The 
boy learned to read well, and acquired a comparatively good 
sense of arithmetic, especially with money. His grandmother 
died in 1939, and since that time he has lived in a furnished 
room with his father. His present environment is a poor one 
for him. He is employed as a shipping clerk in a local fac¬ 
tory, earning $23 per week. He has worked part time since 
he was 12 years old; he always earned his own spending money, 
and enough to help to pay for his clothing* He has had a 
Christmas Club savings every year since he was 12, and now has 
i 
a bank account in which he saves regularly. 
A boy, aged 27, was examined in 1930; his C.A. 14-11, 
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M.A. 9-5, I.Q. 63. He has worked as an automobile mechanic 
and as a grinder; his employment has always been irregular 
and of brief duration. He has little sight in one eye, is 
syphilitic, and has psychopathic tendencies. He was dis¬ 
charged from the Army Air Corp (mechanic) as an undesirable; 
he was in continual conflict with authority, was physically 
unfit, and socially undesirable. He is unemployed at the 
present time,, except for helping out at the grocery store 
owned by his parents. 
This boy is just 16 years old. He has been attending 
Trade School. His parents are separated; he divided his 
time between the two. Both parents are alcoholics; during 
his stay with either one, he was usually left without care 
and often without a place to stay, while the parent indulged 
in a lengthy spree or was in jail. Eventually the authori¬ 
ties made a place for the boy at the City Farm. He was well- 
cared for there but habit was too much for him, and he went 
back to his practice of stealing. In March, 1943, he was 
committed to Shirley for larceny and another serious offense. 
Such a course has seemed inevitable for him. 
Henry is 24 years old. He was examined in 1930, and his 
C.A. 12-4, M.A. 9-6, I.Q. 77. Since leaving school, he has 
been the sole support of a family of 8. His people had been 
on the welfare lists for years. He drove a truck and a trac¬ 
tor on his first job, and earned less than $16 per week. He 
worked with the section gang on the railroad; he is now em¬ 
ployed by the Westfield Humas Company, earning $24—and he is 
able to keep himself and his people without the aid of the 
city or other organizations. 
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GENERAL SUMMARY 
f 
In considering the employment records, the court rec¬ 
ords, and the number of divorces and separations, it is 
possible to make some statement as to the social and voca¬ 
tional adjustments of this group. Any such statement, is 
at best only an indication of what is true. In computing 
the percentages, the number of pupils, whose records were 
obtained, has been used. Nine percent of the boys made 
unsatisfactory vocational adjustments; and 26$ made unsat¬ 
isfactory social adjustments. To state this positively, 
91$ made satisfactory vocational adjustments, and 74$ made 
satisfactory social adjustments. 
Of the girls, 13$ made unsatisfactory social adjust¬ 
ments; 46$ made unsatisfactory vocational adjustments. 
Eighty-seven percent of the girls made satisfactory social 
adjustments; 54$ made satisfactory vocational adjustments. 
Taking the whole group, both boys and girls, 79$ 
adjusted themselves satisfactorily vocationally; 78$ made 
satisfactory social adjustment. 
The vocational adjustment of the girls indicates that 
something needs to be done for improvement. 
The type of curriculum being offered in special classes 
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has been discussed. It is obvious, even without other con¬ 
siderations, that this program needs to be supplemented. 
Despite that fact that over 75^ of the whole group seem to 
have made adequate adjustments in community life* other 
factors enter in, which do not appear on the records. Be¬ 
cause these people are not obviously poor community members, 
does not mean that they are good ones. The fact that a 
person holds a job, tells little about his attitude toward 
that job and its responsibilities. The functioning of de¬ 
sirable attitudes and appreciations is the adjustment which 
should be the goal of special class instruction. 
An analysis of the objectives of special class would 
be a more satisfactory method of determining whether or not 
the school has keyed its program to the needs of the special 
class pupils. 
1. To educate each child to the fullest extent of his 
capabilities. 
2. To develop wholesome attitudes on the part of the 
child. 
3. To widen and enrich the child's experiences. 
4. To foster good habits of citizenship. 
5. To give the child experiences in living in harmony 
with other people. 
6. To encourage the wise use of leisure time. 
7. To help the child become a self-supporting indi¬ 
vidual. 
8. To study each child's possibilities and help him 
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develop them. 
9. To develop in the child habits leading to a safe, 
healthy life. 
The education of each child to the fullest extent of 
his capabilities is a maxim of special class teachers, and 
one which they make sincere efforts to fulfill. 
The development of wholesome attitudes requires much 
more than the teachers’ good intentions. This objective 
could embrace most of the others. There are several 
fields in which the present program could be supplemented 
to accomplish not only this aim but others such as enrich¬ 
ing experiences, fostering good habits of citizenship, 
health, and safety, and giving experiences in harmonious 
living with other people. 
One of the most outstanding needs is a readjustment 
in the handling of the adolescent group, both boys and 
girls. These pupils should have a special class in the 
junior high school building; they should have the opportunity 
to associate with normal children, and have a part in the 
activities of the school. It is unfair and unwise to keep 
this group confined to the same room for two or three or 
more years, with other children who are much younger chrono¬ 
logically and mentally. The boys need male instructors for 
at least part of the school time. 
The percentage of girl3 who worked as domestics, 63.3^, 
and were untrained, is a. conclusive answer as to what type 
of training could be given to the adolescent group of girls. 
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Forty-six percent of the girls were unable to make satis¬ 
factory vocational adjustment. If given domestic training, 
this group would have something essential to offer. There 
have recently been frequent calls for special class girls 
for part time domestic work. In this field there is defi¬ 
nite need for trained help. Such a training would also 
help them to command a much higher wage than has been paid 
them in the past. In addition to filling a vocational need, 
these girls need this training as preparation for their own 
family life. A high percentage of them marry, and at an 
early age, and they need a thorough course in homemaking, 
child care, safety and health, and consumer knowledge. 
At present, there Is no organized physical education 
instruction. These people should have an hour each day 
given over to a planned physical education program and health 
training, participation in athletic events and activities 
would help them both physically and socially. 
The opportunity to attend Trade School is an excellent 
incentive for the boys, and means that they are afforded a 
chance to acquire some training that will help them to be¬ 
come self-supporting. 
The teaching of wholesome recreational pursuits and 
the wise use of leisure time is a problem in a community 
which does not have very much to offer its youth along rec¬ 
reational lines. A very small percentage of boys or girls 
belong to such organizations as the Y.M.C.A. or the Scouts. 
All the pupils should be made acquainted with these agencies 
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and all others in the community. 
In line with making the pupils acquainted with recrea¬ 
tional centers, it should he a common practice to take the 
groups on excursions. By this means, they would see how 
people live and work and they would also become more cog¬ 
nizant of the world of nature, of people, and of things. 
They should visit the manufacturing plants, public build¬ 
ings, places of historical interest; they should meet such 
people as policemen, lawyers, merchants, etc. Their world 
could be much larger than is possible through the type of 
instruction given in the social studies program. 
It Is not enough to modify the regular curriculum, cut 
down content, and to allow more learning time. The regular 
school curriculum as organized for normal children is un¬ 
suitable. These retarded children need a definite, carefully 
planned program of education emphasizing mental, social, and 
emotional training if they are to develop the skills, atti¬ 
tudes, and appreciations which will enable them to make sat¬ 
isfactory social and economic adjustments', and fit them for 
a wholesome participation in community life. 
This research has covered almost 20 years of special 
class work. Indications are that the objectives of special 
class have been met for at least 75$ of the pupils. It is 
to be hoped that the program can be further enriched, to 
assure a larger percentage of useful, happy citizens. 
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